
Brecon Beacons National Park Local Access Forum  

Unconfirmed Minutes of the 3rd Meeting held at 2pm on Thursday 22nd 

February 2018 at National Park Visitor Centre, Libanus 

 
Present 

 

Ian Mabberley (IM) - Chairman 

Eifion Jones (EJ) – Secretary 

Pam Bell (PB) 

Philippa Cherryson (PC) 

Stuart France (SF) 

Debra Hughes (DH) 

Hywel Morgan (HM) 

Denis Murphy (DM) 

Patrick Dobbs (PD) 

Josie Pearson (JP) 

Tracy Purnell (TP) 

Steve Rayner (SR) 

David Sharman (DS) 

Toby Veall (TV) 

Chris Waterhouse (CW) 

Kathryn Whitrow (KW) 

Hilda Williams (HW) 

 

Observers 

Paul Sinnadurai (PS)  Conservation Manager BBNPA  

Lisa Lloyd (LL)   Rights of Way Assistant BBNPA  

Richard Tyler (RT)  Sustainable Tourism Manager BBNPA (Item 5) 

James Lawrence (JL)  Visitor Management Officer BBNPA (Item 5) 

Sue Fuller   Member of public 

Sarah Tindal (ST)  Natural Resources Wales (NRW) 

David Letellier (DL)  Natural Resources Wales (NRW) 

Lucy Pugh   Carmarthenshire County Council 

Cliff Cleaton    Carmarthenshire County Council 

 

1. Welcome, Introductions and apologies 

IM welcomed members and observers to the meeting. EJ is standing in for Richard Ball as he 

is unable to make the meeting due to other work commitments. Apologies received from 

Julian Atkins, Colin Woodley, Ruth Pickvance and Ian Jenkins. PS introduced himself as he will 

be taking over from Julian Atkins as the BBNPA’s member on the LAF. 

 

2. Confirmation of Minutes of 1st Meeting held on 7th November 2017 

The minutes were accepted and the Chairman authorised to sign them as a correct record. 

 

3. Confirmation of Minutes of 2nd Meeting held on 7th November 2017 

The minutes were accepted and the Chairman authorised to sign them as a correct record. 

 

4. Matters arising not otherwise appearing on agenda 

KW - The signage and grading of walks did not appear on the agenda, it was agreed at the 

previous meeting that there would be further discussion at this meeting. To be discussed 

under AOB.  

 

5. Visitor Management Projects  



JL and RT outlined the three main projects being undertaken over the next 18 months. Visitor 

management in both the Waterfalls area and the Black Mountains and dogs in the countryside. 

Members discussed the issue around dogs and JL said that it is hoped that by sending out a 

consistent message between organisations and other National Parks that this will start to 

change the negative impacts that people are experiencing. Information will be going on the 

website in the next couple of months and it was agreed that RT and JL would keep the LAF 

updated and will be bringing items to the LAF for advice. 

 

6. River Usk Board Walks 

SR gave members a presentation on the Canoeing hazards on the River Usk. There has been 

a boardwalk installed in the River Usk to allow easier access for fishermen, SR outlined 

reasons why it potentially posed a risk to canoeists and other river users. DL (NRW) has 

been involved in the issue but there is no clear process for dealing with it. When landowners 

apply to NRW for permission to install the boards NRW can only look at the risk they pose 

to flooding and give advice on the design. Members suggested the boards could be removed 

out of fishing season. SF suggested that there was scope for a negotiated solution due to the 

seasonal aspect of the activities. 

DL advised BBNPA to liaise actively with NRW, Canoe Wales and Wye and Usk Foundation 

(WUF) to create an effective forum for discussing and resolving river access issues. SR said 

that Canoe Wales would like to sit down with public and third sector organisations to find a 

way forward. KW said that the LAF couldn’t be seen to be prioritising a specific user group. 

PS told members that the BBNPA has no remit unless it’s a planning issue.  

DL said he was happy to provide members with an update at future meetings. 

ACTION: Members agreed that the LAF should write to the BBNPA Chief Executive to 

recommend that the BBNPA broker discussions between relevant parties.  

 

7. Ordnance Survey GetOutside campaign  

TP is an Ordnance Survey (OS) #GetOutside Champion and provided members with some 

background to the campaign. Launched in 2015 the aim of the #GetOutside campaign is to 

encourage and inspire the general public to get outside more. The public are encouraged to 

follow the champions on social media to get advice, stories, tips and suggested walks. 

KW suggested that it would be good if a link to the #GetOutside webpage could be placed 

on the BBNPA website.  

ACTION: IM agreed to contact the Head of Public Engagement to request this. 

 

JP asked if any of the routes that TP recommended were suitable for people with mobility 

issues. TP added that most of her walks are done with her two large dogs which are unable 

to get over stiles and she had discussions with #GetOutside Champions, including Ben Fogle, 

who are interested in working on promoting more accessible routes. TP has also spoken with 

OS about producing a digital layer identifying the locations of furniture items such as gates / 

stiles which would aid users to identify suitable walks. EJ added that the BBNPA is working 

towards a central depository of rights of way furniture but data collection is the biggest issue. 

KW suggested collecting data by area e.g. waterfalls area. 



ACTION: IM asked members to email EJ with ideas on how this can be taken forward. 

 

8. Introduction to South Wales Outdoor Activity Providers Group 

SR gave members a short presentation on South Wales Outdoor Activity Providers Group. 

The group is the representative organisation for all providers of Outdoor Adventurous 

Activities in the South Wales area.  

 

9. BBNPA Budget and impacts on countryside access 

DM suggested that with the WG reducing the National Parks budget, the LAF should be 

prepared and be proactive rather than reactive. Awareness should be raised to the potential 

impacts. PC suggested that the LAF could write to the WG and highlight the impacts caused 

by budget cuts. HM agreed and said that the recent access consultation looked to promote 

greater access opportunities but this would lead to a greater need for maintenance of the 

network.  

ACTION: IM agreed to draft a letter and also raise the issue at the LAF Chairman’s meeting. 

SF suggested that more relationships should be built with landowners who may be in a position 

to replace/repair stiles and gates to help cover the shortage of staff resources.  

The subject would be bought to the next meeting. 

 

10. Joint Funding bid with Powys County Council to NRW for easier access 

works 

The BBNPA and Powys County Council have submitted a joint bid for £40,000 to NRW, if 

successful the BBNPA would receive £20,000 to purchase gates to be installed on easier 

access projects in the Hay-on-wye, Talgarth, Brecon and Crickhowell areas. 

 

11. Any other competent business 

SF wanted to raise the issue of the Clydach Gorge path closures. Balfour Beatty on behalf of 

National Grid have applied to close 34 public rights of way while they replace the overhead 

power lines. The closures along with the A465 road dualling will have a massive impact on the 

area. Can the paths be closed in stages? 

EJ confirmed that the closures were now in place. Balfour Beatty carried out a local 

consultation with the local community councils. All the closures need to be in place as it’s not 

clear exactly when they will be in a position to commence with the work. 

 

PC wanted to give members an update on the application under the Glastir Woodland 

Creation Grant that was discussed at the last meeting. There has been a positive outcome to 

the views put forward in the consultation process and the applicants have agreed to take a 

specific area out of the plans and also agreed to leave a width of 8 metres for bridleways. 

 

CW gave members an update on three Definitive Map Modification Orders that have been 

submitted to the BBNPA which affect bridleways. The BHS (Wales) and NRW have recently 

signed a new concordat for responsible equestrian access to WG woodland estate. 

 



PD asked if the littering problem could be added to the agenda for the next meeting. 

 

HM asked if Richard Terrell (Welsh Water) and Judith Harvey (BBNPA) could be asked to 

attend the next meeting to discuss disabled access along the Llyn y Fan Fach Track. There are 

currently two padlocked gates on the route which are in place to secure the fisheries area, if 

an alternative way of securing the area could be found then the gates could be opened up to 

allow access along the track to Llyn y Fan Fach. 

 

12. Date of the next meeting 

17th May 2018  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


